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attitude was assumed by the Soviet Government toward
the more recent plan of M. Tardieu for an economic
union of the Danubian States. Moscow branded this
effort as another French scheme to unite the small
nations of Europe into a single anti-Soviet bloc. The
Soviet Foreign Office is convinced that a "union be-
tween France and Japan is already an accomplished
fact'* and that when war does come the Soviet Republic
will be called upon to defend itself simultaneously on
both its European and Asiatic borders.
The antagonism between the Soviet Union and
France comes to a head over the treatment which the
French Government accords to the so-called White
Russian emigres living in France. It is estimated by the
Kremlin that 1,250,000 former Czarist officials, mili-
tary men and landowners fled from Russia after the
Bolshevist revolution. Nearly 500,000 of these exiles
reside in Germany, but it is those living on French soil
who are the most stubborn opponents of the Soviet
regime. Moscow asserts that the 400,000 Russians in
France are, for the most part, military men and that
they maintain the apparatus of what might be termed
a White Russian State. They not only keep intact cer-
tain units of the Czar's army, which left Russia in a
body, but also are training a new White army on
French soil. At the first outbreak of war Moscow ex-
pects these emigres to join the enemies of the Soviet in
the hope of smashing the Communist regime and set-
ting up a new government in Moscow. In their propa-